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Transparent sound:
searching for
enlightenment through
audiophile listening

tures, 1930-2000



Vaughan Oliver

Thursday’s Children - Royal School for the Deaf, Margate. 1954

Intro Great Yarmouth School of Art



‘A great day in Hoxton’

Milesahead

The Brunswick Tiffany’s

333

Intro



Transparency

“One can and ought
to hear exactly what
was played.”

Pierre Boulez (composer and conductor )




Hi-Fi & Audiophile TERMINOLOGY
Fxplailned!

Steve Huff (HiFi Huff)

YouTuber reviewlng camera
equipment and Hi-Fi since 2009

(exclusively Hi-Fi since 2020).
144k subscribers.

https://www.yvoutube.com/watch?
v=126M0j1kNuO

Transparency


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=I26M0j1kNu0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=I26M0j1kNu0

Transparency

James Brown: Live at The Apollo

(1962)

No images from the 1962
performance exist, illustration
from the T.A.M.I show in 1964,

https://www.youtube.com/watch?

v=6-E0X2JxCs4



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6-E0X2JxCs4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6-E0X2JxCs4

Transparency

Chesky Records Introduction

“Chesky Records achieve the
impression of reality with tThe
most advanced technology
avalilable. They pay attention
to every minute detaill - making
your listening experience
tangible, pleasurable, exciting

and realistic.”

https://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=QhsTLhkl1tTcRE



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QhsLhkltcRE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QhsLhkltcRE

An explanation of Audiophile

terms

Paul McGowan (PS Audio)

CEO and co-founder of PS Audio,
designs and manufacturers high-
end audio equipment.

230k YouTube subscribers.

https://www.voutube.com/watch?
v=Y811UOVx8HY

Transparency


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Y8iiU0Vx8HY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Y8iiU0Vx8HY

E.A.R. / Hi-Fi News pre-amp

Transparency



Ken Kegssler (Hi-Fi reviewer)

Shun Mook system

Transparency
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“Whether you believe
you can or can’t,
you’re right.”

rrrrrrrrr (industrialist)




Modern Mechanics and Inventions, Oct 1933

Thomas Edison and his Phonograph

Transcendence
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Transcendence



Transcendence



Basis Audio Work of Art - £105,000

AV Designhaus Derenville VPM 2010-1 - £460,000 Rossner and Sohn MOTT - up to &£105,000

OneDof One Degree - £105,000

Goldmund Reference II - £165,000

J.C. Verdier La Platine Magnum - £95,000
Transcendence



Wall Street Journal:
Japanese Audiophiles Are Golng

to BExtremes

“Japanese audiophiles are
spending thousands of dollars
on high-end stereo systems.
oome are even installing
private utility poles for a
personal source of electricity,
all 1n a quest for aural

perfection.”

https://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=XJJy6VJvSCk

Transcendence


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XJJy6VJvSCk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XJJy6VJvSCk

otereo Sound magazine: 300b valve i1ssue, May 2020

Transcendence



World Audio Designs — 300B valve amplifier

Transcendence



World Audio Designs — 300B valve amplifier assembly instructions

Transcendence



Mordant Sound Reproducers, formerly at 32-34 Rupert Street, Soho, London

Transcendence



Presentation by OCD HiFi1i Guy

https://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=50dd9-t/k0Y

Shakti Innovations Hallograph
$1,495 (per pair)

“The Hallograph contours the
frequency, amplitude and time
coefficients of the first
reflections you hear, which
produces a stunning increase 1in

realism.”

https://www.shakti-
innovations.com/product/
hallograph/

Transcendence


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5Odd9-t7k0Y
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5Odd9-t7k0Y
https://www.shakti-innovations.com/product/hallograph/
https://www.shakti-innovations.com/product/hallograph/
https://www.shakti-innovations.com/product/hallograph/

The Bristol Hi-Fi Show (2024) at Delta Hotels by Marriot

Transcendence



Aesthetics

“Audiophiles don’t use
their equipment to listen
to your music.
Audiophiles use your
music to listen to their
equipment.”

sons ( cineer)




The Bristol Hi-Fi Show (2025) at Delta Hotels by Marriot

Aesthetics



Audiophile test and calibration records

Aesthetics



Hi-F1 News & Record Review, October 1987

Aesthetics



Audiophile editions of existing records on vinyl

Aesthetics Audiophile compilations on reel-to-reel and SACD



Field recordings by Emory Cook (1950)

Aesthetics



Command Records — percussion seriegs, 1959 onwards

Aesthetics



Add your choice to the
Apple Music playlist



