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UCA is a specialist arts 
university in Kent and Surrey

Fashion Studios, UCA Epsom

Metals workshop, UCA Farnham



UCA has many 
practice-based 
research outputs

Amanda Couch, Books as Bodies, performance at the Wellcome Collection, London, 2019: https://research.uca.ac.uk/5360

REF 2021 submission:

— 55% practice

— 45% text



first arts 
repositories 2010

at UAL and UCA, by Jisc 
Kultur project

Kultur adapted the ePrints 
software, based on user 
research with arts academics

repositories then launched 
at other arts institutions

Kultur: kultur.eprints.org
Kultur 2: vads.ac.uk/digital/custom/projects

Kim Bagley, PhD exhibition, James Hockey Gallery, UCA Farnham, 2014: https://research.uca.ac.uk/1712



Annotated PDF mock-up of UCARO homepage, 2022

UCARO redesign 2022

annotated PDF mock-ups sent 
from UCA to ePrints Services,
£5000 to implement

in consultation with our 
Library, Research Office, and 
Web teams

UCARO: research.uca.ac.uk
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UCARO: summary of key changes

— prioritise the visual

— with images/videos at the top of records, 
and thumbnails in search/browse results

— researchers can upload a range of file 
formats to represent an arts output

— a modern web design that looks less like a 
database and more like a gallery website

— for example, new homepage image grid, 
replacing Kultur project’s image carousel

— and vertical concertina navigation on 
output record, replacing horizontal tabs

— in keeping with University branding and 
web design, and more mobile friendly

— make relevant to the arts

— such as changing terminology from author 
to creator, abstract to description/abstract

— dedicated ‘art/design item’ type, in 
addition to text output types like books

— with arts-specific fields such as locations, 
duration, materials, measurements, other 
creators, related URLs

— and a projects field, to link related outputs 
together

— make self-deposit simple and easy, by 
minimising the number of mandatory fields

— and by using broad art subject categories, 
rather than a detailed Library classification

— need to manage copyright complexity

— for the many collaborative works, those 
with third-party content, and works with 
commercial value

— provide copyright training and advice for 
researchers

— provide a range of licencing options from 
‘all rights reserved’ to Creative Commons

— option to add credit lines to individual files

— utilise ePrints embargo functionality when 
necessary, if cannot be made open access

— provide a take-down notice for people to 
request removal, if rights infringed 
inadvertently

Metadata
02

Legal
03





the future

Bashir Makhoul and Gordon Hon, The Punishment of Luxury, Umm El Fahem Gallery, Israel/Palestine, 2018: https://research.uca.ac.uk/5594

training and advocacy for 
open access and UCARO

monitor wider context (such 
as REF 2028, rights retention)

continue to learn from wider 
repository/arts communities

potential new UCA systems 
(CRIS for research information, 
digital preservation system)



Thank you!

UCARO
research.uca.ac.uk

Amy Robinson
arobinson@uca.ac.uk

Ashley Howard, Ritual and Setting, at Winchester Cathedral, 2009: https://research.uca.ac.uk/604

Images and thanks to:
Kim Bagley, Camille Baker, George Barber, Evelyn Bennett, 
Edward Chell, Amanda Couch, Jason Dee, Moyra Derby, 
Anna Fox, Shelly Goldsmith, Maren Hahnfeld, Anthony 
Heywood, Gordon Hon, Birgitta Hosea, Ashley Howard, 
Steffi Klenz, Karen Knorr, Laura Lee, Bashir Makhoul, Henry 
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