Gary Clough is the Head of International Pathways at UCA and a very experienced
tutor in art & design. He is also an established artist having worked extensively in
sculpture, print and drawing for nearly three decades. The ideas and their
manifestation through drawing that Gary is developing during his Trace Engines
exhibition and residency in Guangzhou very much represent a synthesis between
his creative and his academic careers.

His recent drawings in ink on paper and his monoprints reflect a deft and
schematic evolution from his more formal sculptural origins. The intuitive
grappling with structure and form characteristic of his sculpture is no less evident
in the sequenced multiples and narrative of his monoprints. The works for Trace
Engines graphically engineer; plates, nuts, bars, manifolds and a myriad of
components into evocative structures of mechanical muscle and functionality. All
the parts are there to be revealed, decoded, then visually assembled and
disassembled.

Gary has travelled extensively throughout the world in his academic role and as an
artist. His work is influenced and enriched by the qualities and visual language of
diverse climates, landscapes and cultures. His recent work explores the notions of
portrait, bust, silhouette and momento mori.

An enduring link between his creative work and his teaching is the role of
drawing. Central to his teaching and his drawing is full immersion in the act of
looking. Paul Klee once described the Bauhaus approach to teaching art as taking
his students on an‘adventure in seeing’ Clough is committed to this philosophy in
his teaching and it is evident in his art.

The University for the Creative Arts welcomes the opportunity to collaborate with
AIP Centre, Guangzhou in supporting Clough’s Trace Engines — exhibition and
residency.

Allimages from Sketchbooks 2014 and 2015.
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