
Knowledge is Power:  
the production of the city 
 
 
When we talk about urban space, whose urban space are we talking about?  
 
 
Cities are shaped by people. From self-built settlements on the rooftops of Hong Kong to feminist graffiti and flags under bridges, people negotiate with the 
city produce safe, small territories that belong to specific groups. 
 
It is this process of negotiation between individuals and authorities (both public and commercial) that shapes the everyday urban spaces that we choose to 
spend time in. Often, these places are made through the reaction and resistance of ordinary people. In this way, power is shifted from the ‘ruler’ to the 
people, and communities form and become stronger. 
 
To echo Theaster Gates’ exhibition Amalgam, this programme explores the relationship between individuals and the city, the practice of empowerment and 
the erosion of grassroots power. It focuses on specific areas in two cities: Liverpool and Hong Kong. 
 
Throughout the residency, an alternative map of Liverpool will be made, developed through contributions from the public — you are invited to add to this 
map, and cartograph what makes the city meaningful to you. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
  



 
 
 
 
 
 
 

   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 

      
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



         
 
 



    



        
 



    



 
Everyday Life Guide to Liverpool #01 
 
Do we have to go to a cinema to watch a film? Can we enjoy live music outside of a concert hall? This map initially shows the venues of several activities 
prominently listed on Google Maps. You are invited to add your own places for such activities. Together, we can visualise the hidden layer of everyday life in 
Liverpool, made visible through pooling local knowledge.  
 
 
 

  
 
 

 
 

Everyday Life Guide to Liverpool #02 



 
A collective collage of Liverpool urban space. 
 
Playing with the role of an architect, Zhuozhang developed this collage of an empty Liverpool with only buildings and streets. You are invited to ‘move in’ 
and annotate the map with the way you use these spaces in your daily life. This collage demonstrates the relationship between people, planners/architects, 
and the city. 

 

 
 

 
 

Hong Kong Kowloon Walled City 
 

 



This collage presents the life and death of Kowloon Walled City. The timeline shows the history and transformation of the city. 
 
The Walled City was the densest place in the world, with at least 3.2 million people per square mile (Liverpool has a density of 10 thousand people per 
square mile). More astonishingly, the city was built without architects, planners or engineers. In their book City of Darkness Revisited, Greg Girard and Ian 
Lambot described this bottom-up development in detail: 
Because there was no masterplan to follow – or regulations to adhere to – unconventional circulation routes starting to weave through the city, rising and 
descending through adjacent structures. Existing staircases were co-opted, windows in adjacent buildings were ignored and walled over, floors were 
cantilevered over alleys, sometimes until they touched those across the way… Lower buildings were not always demolished, but simply had additional 
storeys built atop them, occasionally even by taller buildings next door. At higher levels, corridors were connected to allow people to traverse different 
structures without returning to ground level… 
 
The city, being named the ‘City of Darkness’ and the ‘City of Anarchy’, has become an inspiration of many dystopian films and novels. However, instead of 
emphasising its legacy once again, this collage aims to examine the shift of power behind the city’s transformation in different periods.  
 
References of the text and photos: 
Girard, G., Lambot, I., City of Darkness Revisited, Watermark Publications, 2014; 
Hong Kong Government Records Service, Kowloon Walled City in the 1960s to 1970s; 
Pan, G., City School: Hong Kong Cultural Notes, Century Publishing Group, 2009; 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 


